
EAA Chapter 1298 Board of Directors meeting 11/28/18 

Meeting commenced at 6PM.

Present: Merle Wagner, Steve White, Joe Rhodes, Tom Longo, Paul Bryant, Vic Symonds, Don 
Whiting.

Guests: Dennis Spitaleri, Bob Fry

Proposed budget for 2019 discussed and amended. Paul to publish final budget for membership. Items 
of interest was Sonerai project. The chapter needs to pay attention to any future projects and associated 
costs. Hangar funds will now contain expenses for consumables. 

Sonerai project:   Don Whiting, Eric Klee, Will Nelson, Jack Maher have decided to form a partnership 
to purchase and complete the build.  They have proposed a purchase price of $3,000.00 for the chapter. 
Partnership agreement is in the process of being created. The board has approved the sale and will 
present to the membership. 

Young Eagles: Flyers being distributed by Jack Lockwood. 4 sign-ups so far. Lynn not available this 
time and Tom Longo will assume Chief Pilot position and coordinate flying efforts. American Aviation 
is providing a 25% discount in fuel for the event.

Duke Energy issue in recognizing the chapter as a non-profit enterprise has been resolved. Costs for 
electricity should reduce. 

Hangar Maintenance: New outside hangar light outside large hangar door has been installed by county. 
Merle Wagner installed a new LED flood at doorway entrance. Electricians found a wiring error with 
the outside lights which was causing the circuit breaker to keep breaking. Everything now functioning 
properly. 

Merle Wagner installed the new LED overhead light as a test case. Lighting is much improved and the 
light now has remote wireless dimming capability. The board recommended trying a replacement LED 
bulb to determine if this would resolve the lighting issue with the remaining 3 interior lights. Tom 
Longo researching.  

Awning Maintenance: Still pending. Tome Longo to purchase materials. 

PVC for expanding compressed air outlets:  Pending,  Tom to deliver PVC.

EAA chapter 1 status:  No update yet for Don Etchison. 

Jim Summerlin project: Waiting for update from Jim on th e next step to move forward. 

Clean Room project:  Still pending, Don’t have a home for the material currently stored in the room. 
Joe Rhodes suggested the chapter investigate converting the room into a learning room with flight 
simulator and other materials. Joe offered to head up this project of claening out the room and 
determining what is necessary to make the room functional. 



One open item is getting internet access into the hangar. Paul is to check with the county to determine 
whether the chapter can piggy-back off the county wi-fi. If anyone else has suggestions on how to 
make this happen then please bring forward. 

Hangar Committee:  No issues to present. [Eric Klee requested to be placed on waiting list. Joe 
Rhodes requested space  in hangar. This request will push Karl Bambas out of his position and 
Karl has 90 days to open the space. - NOTE this is data from the hangar committee meeting 
whose meeting minutes have not yet been distributed. Blame the secretary]  

Potential fly-in activity for the chapter. Consensus of the board was to evaluate how the EAA1 fly-in 
proposal works out to better understand what this chapter needs to conduct a well managed fly-in. The 
outcome of the discussion was the chapter deciding to have a chapter cook-out on April 13. 

The EAA annual chapter survey is currently underway. I forwarded the survey request to all chapter 
members and the results of this action will eventually be published by national EAA for each chapter. 

Many thanks to Don and Tom for their efforts in maintaining the President and Vice-President positions
over the past few years. 

With the movement of Steve White into the Secretary position this opens a slot on the Board of 
Directors. Any member wishing to fill this slot should make their intentions known to any current 
board member. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:21PM

Note: No board meeting scheduled for December. 


